
Pryor-Johnson Rare Books

Signed Modern Firsts I: 
Achebe-Kunzru 

[1123 Broadway, Suite 517, New York, NY 10075] Info@PryorJohnsonRareBooks.com

mailto:info%40pryorjohnsonrarebooks.com?subject=From%20the%20Signed%20Modern%20Firsts%20I%20List


What an odd time to be an antiquarian bookseller. As the whole world strives to heal while convulsing with 
rage against injustice, issue points and binding variants can seem pitifully insignificant. We slip into the shop 
masked and gloved to wrap and dispatch books, but 1123 Broadway has not now for months been a haven of 
bibliophilia, with baroque music playing and a pot of coffee freshly brewed. Yet we hear from our clients and 
feel ourselves that cultivating bibliomania — even reading the books — has been a balm. Reading has been an 
escape as well as a means of rediscovering some of the humanity that’s been eroded by seclusion.

Signed books have always had to do with imputed distance: the author’s signature in it is a marker of 
its having passed through her hands, sometime somewhere. As our own geographical remit has narrowed, a 
signed book now feels even more like a piece of moon fallen into our hands.

We feel it is vital to amplify black, brown and native voices. Thus we highlight the following authors in this 
list: Achebe, Borges, Danticat, Erdrich, Fuentes, Garcia-Aguilera, Iweala and Kunzru. Their work travers-
es style, subject and period. There is no one “literature of color,” nor do we wish to tokenize or fetishize these 
authors’ work. Bringing the work of people of color to the fore nevertheless feels like a small but powerful role 
the world of antiquarian books can play — a safeguard against our becoming truly irrelevant or frivolous.

As we slowly begin to normalize, we hope your quarantine reading continues unabated. Enjoy the list, and 
note that all copies are listed on AbeBooks and fully photographed. Keep an eye out for the second part of the 
list (Le Guin to Wolff ) in the coming days! 

https://www.abebooks.com/servlet/StoreFrontDisplay?cid=63570610
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1. Achebe, Chinua. Anthills of the Savannah. New York: Anchor 
Press/Doubleday, 1988. First American edition. Slight creasing to 
the upper and lower edges of the dust-wrapper; else fine. Inscribed 
by Achebe on the title-page. [200130]  $132.

2. Adrian, Chris. Every Night for a Thousand Years. A Story of the 
Civil War. New York: Broadway Books, 2000. Limited edition 
(numbered 417 of an edition of 1000). Fine in card wraps with 
French flaps. Signed by Adrian on the title-page. Presented as a 
gift from the publisher, the story originally appeared in the New 
Yorker and was incorporated as a chapter in Adrian’s 2001 book 
Gob’s Grief. [200019]  $30.

3. Albee, Edward. Seascape. New York: Atheneum, 1975. First 
edition. Dust-wrapper slightly curled at upper and lower edges. A 
¾” tear to the upper edge of the rear of the dust-wrapper; else fine. 
Signed by Albee on the title-page. [200030]  $83.

4. Albee, Edward. Everything in the Garden. New York: Atheneum, 
1968. First edition. Some tiny tears to the upper edge of dust-wrap-
per; else fine. Signed by Albee on the title-page. An unusually nice 
copy. [200128]  $132.

5. Anania, Michael; illust. Ed Colker. Once again, flowered: poems. 
Millwood, NY: Haybarn Press, 2000. First edition, limited (num-
bered 22 of 110 copies signed by Anania and Colker). Fine in 
purple silk jacquard (bound by Barbara Mauriello) with an onlaid 
print by Colker. With the cancelled bookplate of Poets House 
Library (indicating that the volume was donated by the publisher) 

on the front paste-down. With a print (“Wind’s wake...”) signed 
and titled by Colker laid in within a vellum folder, as issued. 
With only ten copies in institutional collections and none on the 
market (or having come to auction), this collection of poems by 
the often-overlooked poet and editor — all the rarer for being 
a Midwesterner rather than coastal — is quite rare. A sequence 
of poems written mostly in tercets, at turns spare and lyrical. 
[200471]  $66.

6. Andrews, Colman. Ferran. The inside story of El Bulli and the 
man who reinvented food. New York: Gotham Books, 2010. First 
edition, first printing. Fine in a fine dust-wrapper. Signed by 
Colman and by Ferran Adrià on the title-page. [40873]  $110.

7. Armitage, Simon. Sandettie Light Vessel Automatic. London: 
Faber & Faber, 2019. First edition. Fine in a fine dust-wrapper; 
indeed, as new. Signed by Armitage on the title-page. After 
Armitage’s tenure as Professor of Poetry at Oxford (2015-2018), 
he rode the populist current to produce a collection of poems that 
reach out to the reader rather than teasing or seducing him, as 
his predecessor Geoffrey Hill might have done. Sandettie Light 
Vessel Automatic is the name of a ship in the English Channel, 
which, along with 27 others, reports conditions to compose the 
BBC Shipping Forecast. Armitage became the twenty-first Poet 
Laureate of the United Kingdom in May 2019. [200472]  $35. 
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8. Ashbery, John. The Ice Storm. Madras & New York: Hanuman 
Books, 1987. First edition. Near fine, with some scuffing along 
the edges of the dust-wrapper and a bit of the gilding to the “t” of 
“THE” worn. Signed by Ashbery on the title-page (most uncom-
monly). One of the small Hanuman books that were a collabora-
tion between Francesco Clemente and Raymond Foye operating 
out of the Chelsea Hotel (not too far from the bookshop) and 
the Kalakshetra Press in Madras (Chennai). This was part of the 
second batch of six titles (Series II, Fall of 1987). The books’ 
format was inspired by that of Indian prayer books. [200473]   
 $328.

9. Auster, Paul. Wall Writing. Berkeley: The Figures, 1976. First 
edition, limited (edition of 500, of which 476 copies were for 
sale). A bit of sunning to the spine, and a small chip to the lower 
edge of the rear dust-wrapper; else fine. Inscribed by Auster on 
the second free end-paper to Jonathan Galassi, president and pub-
lisher of Farrar, Straus and Giroux. Auster’s second collection of 
poems, long before he became one of the most lauded of living 
poets. [200474]  $346.

10. Banville, John. The Book of Evidence. New York: Charles Scribner’s 
Sons, 1989. First American edition. Fine in a fine dust-wrapper. 
Signed by Banville on the title-page. [200024]  $40.

11. Barthelme, Donald. Presents. Dallas: Pressworks, 1980. First 
edition, limited (total edition of 376 signed by Barthelme). Fine 
without dust-wrapper (as issued). With four laid-in “collages.” 
[200218]  $44.

12. Beattie, Ann. Chilly Scenes of Winter. Garden City, NY: Double-
day, 1976. First edition. Small tears and creases to the head and 
tail of the dust-wrapper. Scattered scuffs to the extremities of 
the dust-wrapper; else fine. Signed by Beattie on the title-page. 
[200127]  $154. 

13. Beckett, Samuel;  trans. Michael Brodsky. Eleuthéria. New York: 
Foxrock, 1995. First edition, first printing of the English transla-
tion (from the French). Numbered 223 of an edition of 250 hors 
commerce, signed by the three publishers: (then-recently ousted 
founder of Grove Press) Barney Rosset; by John Oakes, now of 
OR Books (which acquired Foxrock as an imprint); and by Dan 
Simon, now of Seven Stories Press.* Fine in fine dust-wrapper. 
Eleuthéria was written before Beckett’s first-mounted play, 
Waiting for Godot, but was passed over for reasons of expediency 
among others. Rossett secured permission from the Beckett 
Estate to publish the translation; the work was quickly brought 
out in French before the present item was brought to market. *We 
thank Professor S.E. Gontarski, who provided the introduction 
for the volume, and Mr. Oakes for their help in deciphering these 
signatures. [200265]  $284. 
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14. Bertolucci, Bernardo; Franco Arcalli; Pauline Kael and Norman 
Mailer. Last Tango in Paris The Screenplay. New York: Delacorte, 
1973. First edition, first printing. Fine in a fine dust-wrapper. 
Signed by Mailer, who provided a critical essay (A Transit to Nar-
cissus [25 pp.]), on the half-title-page. Presented with a suite of 
materials relating to the film, including photos of Marlon Brando 
and Maria Schneider. [200023]  $306.

15. Block, Lawrence. A Long Line of Dead Men. A Matthew Scudder 
Novel. New York: William Morrow and Company, 1994. First 
edition, first printing. Fine in a fine dust-wrapper. Signed by Block 
on the title-page. [200025]  $22.

16. Bloom, Amy. Love Invents Us. New York: Random House, 1997. 
First edition. Fine in a fine dust-wrapper. Signed by Bloom on the 
title-page. [200026]  $56.

17. Bloom, Amy. Come to Me. New York: Aaron Asher/HarperCol-
lins, 1993. First edition. Fine in a fine dust-wrapper. Signed by 
Bloom on the title-page. [200027]  $66.

18. Blunden, Edmund; illust. Randolph Schwabe. Masks of Time: a 
new collection of poems principally meditative. London: Beaumont 
Press, 1925. First edition, limited (numbered 63 of 80 copies 
printed on Japanese vellum and signed by Blunden, Schwabe and 
Cyril William Beaumont (the publisher) of a total edition of 390). 
Bound in quarter vellum over lovely ivy-patterned printed paper. 
Fine. One of the great First World War poets, Blunden swent on 
to be Professor of Poetry at Oxford (although he resigned two 

years in). A grisly image of a skeleton in a gas mask, the frontis-
piece to the second part, signals the war-torn tone of the poems. 
[200476]  $218.

19. Bly, Robert. The Man in the Black Coat Turns. New York: The Dial 
Press, 1981. First edition. Fine in a fine dust-wrapper. Signed by 
Bly on the title-page. This collection returns to the introspective 
mode so loved in Bly’s first collection, Silence in the Snowy Fields. 
The twin themes of grief and fatherhood —  part of a longtime 
fixation of conceptions of masculinity —  twine in the poems, 
some lyrical, some prosish. [200477]  $74.

20. Bock, Dennis. The Ash Garden. London: Bloomsbury, 2001. 
First British edition. Heel of the dust-wrapper bumped, else fine. 
Signed by Bock on the title-page. [200028]  $84.

21. Bogosian, Eric. Talk Radio. New York: Samuel French, 1988. 
Lightly soiled at the fore-edge; else fine in paper wraps. Signed by 
Bogosian on the title-page. [200029]  $110.

22. Borges, Jorge Luis. Irish Strategies. Dublin: Dolmen Press, 1975. 
Limited edition (numbered 266 of an edition of 350 copies signed 
by the translators and by the illustrator (Bernard Childes) of 
which 300 were for sale). Top-stain is glossy-red and even. Small 
bumps along the bottom of the slipcase. Presented with the bifo-
lium prospectus, sunned about 1” on fore-edge, with bumps to the 
corners and a ½” tear to front fore-edge; else fine. [75437]  $240. 
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23. Boyle, T. Coraghessan. If the River Was Whiskey. [New York]: 
Viking, 1989. Unrevised proof copy in tan card wraps. Slightly 
soiled; else fine. Signed by Boyle on the title-page. Winner of the 
PEN Center West literary prize. [200213]  $30.

24. Boyle, T. Coraghessan. East is East. New York: Viking, 1990. 
Advance Reading Copy. Fine in pictorial wraps. Signed by Boyle 
on the title-page. [200032]  $38.

25. Boyle, T. Coraghessan. East is East. New York: Viking, 1990. 
First edition. Fine in a fine dust-wrapper. Signed by Boyle on the 
title-page. [200033]  $56.

26. Brite, Poppy Z. Are You Loathsome Tonight? Springfield, PA: 
Gauntlet, 1998. First edition, limited. Fine in a fine dust-wrapper, 
in the publisher’s felt-lined maroon leatherette clam-shell box. 
Numbered XX of 52 deluxe copies, signed by Brite as well as by 
Peter Straub, who provided an introduction; Caitlin R. Kiernan, 
a contributor of one story; and by J.K. Potter, who illustrated the 
volume. with a CD of The Bad Mouse, another story read by 
Brite. [200132]  $170.

27. Brodkey, Harold. Women and Angels. Philadelphia: The Jewish 
Publication Society of America, 1985. First edition. With a former 
owner’s name inked to first free end-paper; else fine in quarter 
maroon buckram without dust-wrapper (as issued) in publisher’s 
maroon slip-case. Inscribed and dated (1991) by Brodkey on the 
title-page. [200133]  $132. 

28. Brown, Dan. The Da Vinci Code. New York: Doubleday, 2003. 
First edition, first printing, with “Lyon” on p. 152 and “skitoma” 
on p. 243. Very light rubbing to tail of dust-wrapper; else fine. 
Signed by Brown on the title-page. [40515]  $500.

29. Brown, Larry. Joe (Publicity Material). Chapel Hill: Algonquin 
Books, 1991. Advance publicity. Two broadside sheets folded into 
octavo, sometimes qua octavo sometimes qua folio. Fine. Signed 
by Brown above his author-photo. [200035]  $30.

30. Brown, Larry. Facing the Music. Chapel Hill: Algonquin Books, 
1988. First edition of Brown’s first book. Fine in a fine dust-wrap-
per. Signed by Brown on the title-page. [200135]  $218.

31. Burke, James Lee. Bitterroot. New York/New Orleans: Simon & 
Schuster/B.E. Trice, 2001. First edition, limited. Fine in magenta 
cloth with a pasted-on lithograph by Russell Chatham to the front 
board, without dust-wrapper (as issued) in publisher’s cloth slip-
case. A “Presentation copy” (hors commerce?), standing outside 
the limitation of 176 copies. Signed by Burke on the limitation 
page. [200137]  $110.

32. Burns, Charles. X’ed Out. New York: Pantheon Books, 2010. 
First edition. Fine in pictorial boards (without a dust-wrapper, as 
issued). Tall quarto; a red cloth spine printed in white. Signed by 
Burns on the title-page. A dark, even sinister postapocalyptic tale 
of a man with a traumatic brain injury. [200457]  $40. 
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33. Carruth, Hayden; illust. Barnard Taylor. Lighter Than Air Craft. 
Lewisburg, PA: Bucknell University/The Press of Appletree Alley, 
1985. First edition, limited (numbered 105 of an edition of 150, 
signed by Carruth). Fine without a dust-wrapper (as issued). 
Carruth’s deeply erudite and referential poems are adorned with 
Taylor’s fine wood-engravings. One of the most lauded of twenti-
eth-century poets. [200481]  $84.

34. Carver, Raymond. Where I’m Calling From. New & selected stories. 
New York: The Atlantic Monthly Press, 1988. First trade edition, 
first printing. Slight bumps to heel; else fine. Signed by Carver on 
the first free end-paper. [200140]  $328.

35. Carver, Raymond. In a Marine Light. London: Collins Harvill, 
1987. First edition. With three dust-wrappers. The outermost has 
a Collins price-sticker (£11.50) to the lower edge of the front flap, 
but else fine; the inner two are fine. The innermost dust-wrapper 
has rough-cut edges; perhaps this was a production test copy, or 
simply a review copy? Signed by Carver on the first free end-pa-
per. Published only in the UK. [200138]  $500.

36. Cavafy, C.P.; trans. Daniel Mendelsohn. Collected Poems. New 
York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2009. First edition. Some gentle scuffing 
to the peripheries of the dust-wrapper; else fine. Signed by Men-
delsohn (who, in addition to translating, wrote the introduction 
and the commentary) on the half-title-page. Among the most cel-
ebrated of modern translations of the complete works of the Old 
Poet of Alexandria. Mendelsohn won a Guggenheim Fellowship 
to carry out the work. [200485]  $84.

37. Charters, Ann. The Portable Beat Reader. New York: Viking, 
1992. First edition. Near fine in a fine dust-wrapper. Solving the 
perennial issue of the Beat poets —  their tendency to publish 
an infinitude of wee chapbooks and pamphlets rather than big 
books — Ann Charters has here gathered the major poems and 
correspondence of the lights of the generation: Kerouac, Gins-
berg, Kesey, DiPrima, Ferlinghetti and many others. Signed by 
Charters as well as by Ginsberg and by Peter Orlovsky (“Good 
Meditation”), Ginsberg’s partner and a poet in his own right. A 
perfect point of entry for the budding Beatnik. [200289]  $328. 

38. Coetzee, J.M. Elizabeth Costello. New York: Viking, 2003. First 
American edition. Fine in a fine dust-wrapper. Signed by Coetzee 
on the title-page. [200148]  $154. 

39. Coetzee, J.M. Age of Iron. New York: Random House, 1990. First 
American edition. Some slight scuffing to upper and lower edges 
of the dust-wrapper; else fine. Signed by Coetzee on the title-page. 
[200149]  $218. 

40. Coetzee, J.M. Disgrace. New York: Viking, 1999. First American 
edition. Dust-wrapper slightly soiled; else fine. Signed by Coetzee 
on the title-page. With gold Booker Prize sticker. A superb and 
devastating tale of rape and shame. [200145]  $284. 
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41. Collins, Billy. Sailing Alone Around the Room. New and Selected 
Poems. New York: Random House, 2001. Advance reader’s 
edition. Fine in pictorial wraps. Signed and dated (2004) by 
Collins on the title-page. The first book issued by Collins as 
United States Poet Laureate. [200486]  $56 
.

42. Corso, Gregory. Earth Egg. New York: Unmuzzled Ox, 1974. 
First edition, limited. First edition, limited. Numbered 54 of 100 
copies, signed by Corso. Fine in the publisher’s box (stamped 
on the inside of the rear half: “Perturbations?/ Well, I always 
despair./ Despaired twice yesterday.” as well as the publisher’s 
contact details); slight soiling to the rear box. Comprising a single 
accordion-fold book, a stapled pamphlet and a single-leaf, all 
three with facsimiles of Corso’s hand-writing. An eschatological 
musing run through with Greek mythology and, shall we say, ripe 
allusion. [200441]  $154. 

43. Crichton, Michael. The Terminal Man. New York: Knopf 
(Borzoi), 1972. First edition. Light sunning to top of dust-wrap-
per. Small bumps to tail and head of dust-wrapper; else fine. 
Signed by Crichton on the title-page. [48]  $306. 

44. Crichton, Michael. Eaters of the Dead. New York: Alfred A. 
Knopf, 1976. First edition. A little rubbing to the corners of the 
dust-wrapper; else fine. Signed by Crichton on the title-page. 
[200144]  $328.

45. Cunningham, Michael. The Hours. New York: Farrar Straus 
Giroux, 1998. First edition, first-state dust-wrapper (with $22.00 
price). Near fine. Signed by Cunningham on the title-page. 
Cunningham’s fractured and kaleidoscopic novel about Virginia 
Woolf and her intellectual daughters is a book for book-lovers. 
When turned into a film of the same name with Meryl Streep and 
an all-star cast and a Philip Glass soundtrack, it magnified the 
divide of high- and middle-brow. Winner of the PEN/Faulkner 
Award and the Pulitzer Prize. [200152]  $154.

46. Danticat, Edwidge. The Farming of Bones. New York: Soho Press, 
1998. Advance Reading Copy. Fine in pictorial covers. Signed by 
Danticat on the title-page. [200038]  $42.

47. Danticat, Edwidge. Brother, I’m Dying. New York: Alfred A. 
Knopf, 2007. First edition. Fine in a fine dust-wrapper. Signed by 
Danticat on the title-page. Winner of the NBCCA for autobiog-
raphy. [200039]  $56.

48. Davies, Robertson. The Cunning Man. New York: Viking, 1995. 
First American edition. Two small closed tears to the edges of the 
dust-wrapper; else fine. Signed, at a reading at the 92nd St. Y upon 
publication, on a Viking bookplate to the first free end-paper. 
With a review slip laid in. [200040] $66.

49. de Bernières, Louis. Corelli’s Mandolin. New York: Pantheon 
Books, 1994. Advance Reader’s Edition. Corners rubbed; else fine 
in the publisher’s card slip-case. Issued signed by de Bernières on 
the first free end-paper. [200153]  $66.
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50. de Bernières, Louis. Corelli’s Mandolin. New York: Pantheon 
Books, 1994. Advance Reader’s Edition of the first (American) 
edition, which precedes the British edition. Fine with red paper 
band with a blurb from A.S. Byatt holding the book closed. 
Inscribed and dated (1995) by de Bernières on the title-page. 
[98216] $132.

51. Delany, Samuel R. The Jewels of Aptor. London: Victor Gollancz, 
1968. First hardcover edition of Delany’s first book. Spine of the 
dust-wrapper somewhat darkened; else fine. Signed and dated 
(NYC/2008) by Delany on the title-page. [200154]  $240.

52. DeLillo, Don. The Day Room. A play. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 
1987. First edition. Fine in a fine dust-wrapper. Signed by DeLillo 
on the title-page. First edition of DeLillo’s second play (despite 
the blurb; The Engineer of Moonlight was published in the fiftha 
volume of the Cornell Review in 1979). [200161]  $132.

53. DeLillo, Don. Underworld. New York: Scribner, 1997. First 
edition. Faintest bumps to the upper edge of the dust-wrapper; 
else fine. Signed by DeLillo on the title-page. [200157]  $196.

54. DeLillo, Don. Great Jones Street. London: André Deutsch/Wild-
wood House, 1974. First British edition. Fine in what is probably 
a British library issue (that is, the dust-wrapper is pasted down to 
the boards, the front flap pasted to the first free end-paper and the 
rear flap pasted to the inside of the back board). The front and 
rear hinges have been professionally taped and sewn. Signed by 
DeLillo on the title-page. [200159]  $328.

55. DeLillo, Don. Great Jones Street. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 
1973. First edition, first printing (with W code). Some scuffs to 
the edges of the dust-wrapper, and a bump to the middle of the 
top edge of the rear board; else fine. Signed by DeLillo on the 
title-page. [200160]  $434.

56. Díaz, Junot. The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao. New York: 
Riverhead, 2007. First edition in a first state dust-wrapper (with 
Walter Mosley blurb). Fine in a fine dust-wrapper. Signed by Díaz 
on the half-title-page. Winner of the Pulitzer and NBCCA. Díaz 
was a 2012 MacArthur fellow. [80889]  $284.

57. Dickey, James; illust. Timothy Engelland. Scion. Deerfield, MA/
Dublin: The Deerfield Press/ The Gallery Press, 1980. First 
edition, limited (edition of 300, signed by Dickey and bound by 
Museum Bookbindings in Dublin). Dickey was United States 
Poet Laureate from 1966 to 1968, and was otherwise widely 
lauded (National Book Award for Poetry, Guggenheim Fellow-
ship). Best known for his novel Deliverance, which was turned 
into a film starring Jon Voight and Burt Reynolds, Dickey will sur-
prise with this sensitive and lyric poem in two parts. Engelland’s 
colored wood-cuts are superb. [200488]  $44.

58. Dillard, Annie. Holy the Firm. New York: Harper & Row, 1977. 
First edition. Very small closed tears along the upper edge of the 
dust-wrapper. Fore-corners bumped; else fine. Signed by Dillard 
on the title-page. [200163]  $132. 
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59. Disch, Thomas M. The Priest. A Gothic Romance. New York: 
Alfred A. Knopf, 1995. Uncorrected proof. Some faint soiling; 
else fine in printed white card wraps. With the dust-wrapper 
art stapled to the front cover. Signed by Disch on the title-page. 
[200045]  $56.

60. Donleavy, J.P. The Ginger Man. Franklin Center, PA: The Franklin 
Library, 1978. Limited edition. Fine in deep green leather(ette) 
without dust-wrapper (as issued). Limited edition, signed by 
Donleavy on a tipped-in leaf. [200164]  $84.

61. Doty, Mark. Turtle, Swan. Boston: David R. Godine, 1987. First 
edition. Fine in a fine dust-wrapper. Inscribed by Doty and dated 
(“--for Lenny--/9.24.13/New York”) on the title-page. Doty’s first 
collection of poetry (as Mark Doty; he had published jointly with 
his wife Ruth as M.R. Doty). His voice quietly and unpreten-
tiously articulates the universal literary homosexual vernacular: 
sad, longing, aestheticized. Shortly before the publication of the 
book, Doty’s partner was diagnosed HIV-positive, Doty negative. 
One of the essential post-Stonewall poets, and one of the most 
lauded of living poets. [200490]  $328.

62. Doty, Mark. Bethlehem in Broad Daylight. Boston: David R. 
Godine, 1991. First edition. With a little chip to the lower edge of 
the front cover; else fine in pictorial wraps. Signed by Doty on the 
title-page. Doty’s second collection of poetry (as Mark Doty; he 
had published jointly with his wife Ruth as M.R. Doty) includes 
one of his best-known poems, Tiara, a compassionate and loving 
reflection on dying from AIDS. [200489]  $56.

63. Dubus, André. Voices from the Moon. Boston: David R. Godine, 
1984. First edition. Two one-inch tears to the upper edge of the 
front of the dust-wrapper; else fine. Signed by Dubus on the title-
page and additionally inscribed and dated (19 June 1991) on the 
half-title-page. [200048]  $30.

64. Dubus, André. Finding a Girl in America. Boston: David R. 
Godine, 1980. First edition. Some little chips to the edges of the 
dust-wrapper, and a closed tear to the rear of the dust-wrapper; 
else fine. Inscribed by Dubus on the half-title-page and signed by 
him on the title-page. [200166]  $328.

65. Dubus, André. Separate Flights. Boston: David R. Godine, 1975. 
First edition in a first issue dust-wrapper. Tiny chips at and near 
the head and tail of the dust-wrapper; else fine. Inscribed by 
Dubus on the half-title-page. Of note is the novella “We Don’t 
Live Here Any More” contained in the collection; it was turned 
into a 2004 film starring Naomi Watts, Laura Dern and Mark 
Ruffalo. [200165]  $416.

66. Dubus, André, III. House of Sand and Fog. New York: W.W. 
Norton, 1999. First edition, first issue (with “hosue” on line 26 
of p. 55). Fine in a fine dust-wrapper. Signed and dated (Nov. 
16, 1999) by Dubus III on the title-page. National Book Award 
Finalist; the winner was announced the day after Dubus signed 
the present item. Presented with review materials. The basis of 
the acclaimed film starring Jennifer Connelly and Ben Kingsley. 
[200167]  $154.
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67. Dupont, Inge and Hope Mayo; illust. John De Pol. Morgan 
Library Ghost Stories. Roslyn, NY: The Stone House Press, 1990. 
First edition, limited (numbered 57 of an edition of 160 of a total 
edition of 200, signed by the editors, the illustrator and by one of 
the printers, M.A. Gelfand. Additional contributions by Rhoda 
Mandbach, Herbert Cahoon, J. Rigbie Turner, Mark Farrell, Janet 
Ing Freeman, Richard Priest and Liran Ludeley). A collection of 
literary ghost-stories, printed by hand on fine paper; a true delight. 
Fine in mylar dust-wrapper, with prospectus and purchase receipt 
from the year of publication. [200242]  $110.

68. Ellison, Harlan. Shatterday. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1980. 
Uncorrected proof. Some red stains to the head and tail. With 
the date (11/80) written in marker to the head. Publicity book-
plate pasted to the inside of the front cover with the publication 
date (Nov. 21, 1980) written on it; else fine in printed cream card 
wraps, in a custom red buckram slip-case. Signed by Ellison on the 
title-page. [200051]  $66.

69. Erdrich, Louise. The Beet Queen. New York: Henry Holt, 1986. 
First edition. Fine in a fine dust-wrapper. Signed by Erdrich on 
the title-page. [200169]  $110.

70. Erdrich, Louise. Love Medicine. New York: Henry Holt, 1984. 
First edition. Slight scuffs to the periphery of the dust-wrapper; 
else fine. Inscribed by Erdrich on the title-page. First edition of 
Erdrich’s first novel. Winner of the NBCCA & L.A. Times Best 
Novel of the Year, Winner of the National Book Award, Finalist 
for the Pulitzer Prize. [200170]  $240.

71. Fante, John. Wait Until Spring, Bandini. Santa Barbara: Black 
Sparrow Press, 1983. Limited edition (numbered 97 of an edition 
of 200 of a total edition of 226, signed by Fante on a tipped-in 
leaf ). Fine in acetate dust-wrapper. Originally published in 1938, 
this edition bears a new preface. [200171] $328.

72. Farmer, Philip José. Gods of Riverworld. Huntington Woods, MI: 
Phantasia Press, 1983. First edition, limited. Numbered 220 of 
650 copies. Bumps to the edges of the dust-wrapper; else fine. 
Signed by Farmer on the limitation page. In the publisher’s cream 
cloth slip-case. [200054] $66.

73. Farmer, Philip José. The Grand Adventure. New York: Berkeley 
Press, 1984. First edition, limited (numbered 159 of an edition 
of 325, signed by Farmer on a tipped-in page). Fine in plum cloth 
with rose-gilt in a plum cloth slip-case. Nearly simultaneous with 
the paperback edition (the first), but published two weeks later. 
[200172]  $132.

74. Flanagan, Richard. Gould’s Book of Fish. A novel in 12 fish. New 
York: Grove Press, 2001. Fine in a fine dust wrapper, in publisher’s 
presentation carton, “Compliments of Grove Press, your special 
Limited-Edition Prepublication Copy.” Presented with a folded 
publicity brochure. Signed by Flanagan, though not called for. 
Winner of the Commonwealth Prize, and the Australian Literary 
Society Gold Medal. Gould would go on to win the 2014 Man 
Booker Prize for The Narrow Road to the Deep North. [200182]   
 $110.
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75. Ford, Richard. Independence Day. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 
1995. First edition, first issue (lacking “with” on line 21 of p. 
289). Fine in a fine dust-wrapper. Signed by Ford on the title-page. 
Winner of the Pulitzer Prize and of the PEN/Faulkner Award. 
Presented with review materials. [200174]  $346.

76. Francis, Dick. Comeback. New York: G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 1991. 
First edition. Fine in a fine dust-wrapper. Briefly inscribed by 
Francis on the half-title-page. [200231]  $84.

77. Franco, James. Actors Anonymous. Boston: New Harvest/
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2013. First edition. Fine in a fine 
dust-wrapper. Signed by Franco with a snowman-head (?) doodle 
on the title-page. Program from the signing (at the Strand) laid in. 
[200232]  $84.

78. Franzen, Jonathan. Freedom. A Novel. New York: Farrar, Straus 
and Giroux, 2010. First edition, first printing. Fine in a fine 
dust-wrapper. Signed by Franzen on the title-page. Winner of the 
Salon Book Award, Heartland Prize etc. [200062]  $66.

79. Franzen, Jonathan. The Twenty-Seventh City. A novel. New York: 
Farrar Straus Giroux, 1988. First edition of Franzen’s first novel. 
Tiny bumps to the head of the dust-wrapper; else fine. Signed 
(very early) by Franzen on the first free end-paper. Franzen would 
go on to be one of the most celebrated contemporary authors, 
winning or being shortlisted for nearly every major prize for 
fiction. [200175]  $240. 

80. Frazier, Ian. Dating Your Mom. New York: Farrar Straus Giroux, 
1986. First edition of Frazier’s first book. Slight tanning to 
dust-wrapper. Small crease to upper edge of front of dust-wrap-
per; else fine. Signed and dated (March 20, ’06) by Frazier on the 
title-page. [200063]  $40.

81. Fuentes, Carlos, trans. Edith Grossman. Destiny and Desire. New 
York: Random House, 2011. First American edition. Some slight 
scuffing to the extremities of the dust-wrapper; else fine. Signed by 
Fuentes on the title-page. Review materials. [200064]  $44.

82. Furst, Alan. Kingdom of Shadows. London: Victor Gollancz, 
2000. First edition. Fine in a fine dust-wrapper. Signed by Furst 
on the title-page. The true first edition. [200176]  $110.

83. Gaddis, William. A Frolic of His Own. New York: Poseidon Press, 
1994. First edition. Fine in a fine dust-wrapper. Signed by Gaddis 
on the title-page. Winner of the National Book Award. [200178]  
 $284.

84. Galsworthy, John. A Modern Comedy. London: William Heine-
mann, 1929. First edition, limited (numbered 224 of an edition 
of 1,030, signed by Galsworthy). Bound in limp vellum. On the 
front, an interlocking triad of crescent moons, gilt, with a gilt fillet 
border. Title, author and publisher gilt to spine. Top-edge gilt. 
The present copy with an additional quotation in Galsworthy’s 
hand: “Of Time: ‘Then what is man’s so brittle life?’” Dampstains 
to both covers, with the text block buckled somewhat. Lacking 
the publisher’s slip-case, as often. [200177]  $130.
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85. Garcia-Aguilera, Carolina. Bloody Waters. A Lupe Solano Mystery. 
New York: G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 1996. First edition. Fine in a 
fine dust-wrapper. Signed by Garcia-Aguilera on the title-page. 
[200065]  $26.

86. Gash, Jonathan. Bone Dancing. London: Allison & Busby, 2002. 
First edition. Fine in a fine dust-wrapper. Signed by Gash on the 
title-page. [200066] $40.

87. Gibson, William. Count Zero. New York: Arbor House, 1986. 
First American edition, preceded by about a fortnight by the 
first British edition. With a taped-shut closed tear to the lower 
front fore-edge of the dust-wrapper. Dust-wrapper tanned along 
the upper edge; else fine. Signed by Gibson on the title-page. 
[200181]  $196.

88. Gilliam, Terry and Tony Grisoni, illust. Terry Gilliam. NOT The 
Screenplay to Fear & Loathing in Las Vegas. New York: Applause, 
1997. First edition. Near fine in pictorial wraps. Signed by Gilliam 
(with a doodle of a pencil), Grisoni and Leila Nabulsi (a producer 
of the film, with the comment “Wise up!”) on the half-title-page, 
and by Johnny Depp (a star of the film, along with Benicio del 
Toro) on the inside of the front cover. With all of Gilliam’s story-
boards alongside the script. The authoring of the screenplay was 
deeply controversial. Alex Cox and Tod Davies wrote a script that 
was thrown out; Gilliam and Grisoni rewrote the script shortly 
before filming. The matter led to Gilliam burning his Writers’ 
Guild card at a signing in New York. The “NOT” of the title, 
therefore, is a reference to this kerfuffle. [200452]  $258.

89. Ginsberg, Allen. Journals Mid-Fifties. 1954-1958. New York: 
Harper Collins, 1995. First edition, first printing. Lettered q of 
an edition of 26 for private distribution, of a total edition of 176, 
specially bound, slip-cased and signed by Ginsberg. Fine (without 
dust-wrapper, as issued) in publisher’s slip-case. [62]  $416. 

90. Goldman, Francisco. The Long Night of White Chickens. New 
York: The Atlantic Monthly Press, 1992. First edition, first print-
ing. Faintest bumps to the head of the dust-wrapper; else fine. 
Signed by Goldman on the title-page. Sue Kaufman Prize, PEN/
Faulkner finalist. [200067]  $56.

91. Goodman, Allegra. Paradise Park. New York: The Dial Press, 
2001. First edition. Some bumps to the extremities; else fine 
in a fine dust-wrapper. Signed by Goodman on the title-page. 
[200072]  $30.

92. Gordimer, Nadine. A Sport of Nature. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 
1987. First edition. Some slight bumps to the head and tail of the 
dust-wrapper; else fine. Signed by Gordimer on the half-title-page. 
Nobel laureate (1991). [200068]  $56. 

93. Grafton, Sue. “F” is for Fugitive. A Kinsey Millhone Mystery. 
New York: Henry Holt and Company, 1989. First edition, first 
printing. A small closed tear to the upper edge of the front of 
the dust-wrapper; else fine. Signed by Grafton on the title-page. 
[200071]  $66.
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94. Grass, Günter, trans. Ralph Manheim. The Rat. San Diego: A 
Helen and Kurt Wolff Book/ Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1987. 
First American edition. Some bumps to the head and tail of the 
dust-wrapper; else fine. Signed by Grass on the title-page. Nobel 
laureate (1999). [200183]  $126.

95. Grisham, John. The Pelican Brief. New York: Doubleday, 1992. 
First edition. Tiny bumps and scuffs to the upper and lower edges 
of the dust-wrapper; else fine. Signed by Grisham on the title-
page. First edition. [200184]  $154.

96. Guest, Barbara. The Blue Stairs. New York: Corinth Books, 1968. 
First edition, limited (numbered 68 of an edition of 100 copies 
signed by Guest). Two small stains to the rear cover, else near fine 
in printed card wraps. Cover by Helen Frankenthaler. Guest was 
in the first generation of New York School poets — along with 
Ashbery, O’Hara, Berrigan, Padgett et al. — who had a more jaded 
and world-weary approach to poetry than the Confessionalists 
(Plath, Ginsberg et al.). The poems are expansive on the page, as 
deeply referential as they are irreverent. [200492]  $56.

97. Gunn, Thom. Talbot Road. New York: Helikon Press, 1981. First 
edition, limited (numbered 39 of an edition of 186 hand-sewn, 
with Chiri end-papers and signed by Gunn, of a total edition of 
400). Designed and printed by Michael & Winifred Bixler in 
Boston on Artemis papers. The portrait on the cover is drawn by 
Bill Schuessler. Fine. Gunn’s reminiscence of his time in London 
from 1964 to 1965, beautifully presented and finely bound. 
[200493] $40.

98. Gunn, Thom. Jack Straw’s Castle. New York: Frank Hallmann, 
1975. First edition, limited (numbered 35 of 100 copies hard-
bound and signed by Gunn, of a total edition of 400). Printed by 
Michael Bixler. A horizontal crease to the upper edge of the front 
of the dust-wrapper; else fine. Additionally inscribed by Gunn on 
the title-page. Gunn turns his candid bohemian eye toward the 
fairy-tale: “Pig Pig she cries/ I can hear her from next door/ He 
fucked me in the mouth/ and now he won’t give me car fare/ she 
rages and cries” (second stanza). [68]  $196. 

99. Gunn, Thom and Ted Hughes. Selected Poems. London: Faber & 
Faber, 1965. First edition, “Second reprinting” (i.e., third print-
ing; first 1962), from the Faber paper covered Editions (never 
issued in hard-cover). Very good. Inscribed and dated “To Farida 
[Majid] 17th May 1967 from Ted Hughes” on p. 34 (the incipit 
off Hughes’s section of the book). A good juxtaposition of The 
Movement (Gunn) and its antithesis (Hughes), showing that 
English poetry of the 1950’s and 1960’s wasn’t as divided as is 
sometimes thought. Majid, herself a poet and translator, held a 
literary salon in Cadogan Square in the early 1970’s, coming into 
contact with John Ashbery, Allen Ginsberg, Seamus Heaney and 
others. She held a regular literary salon at her home at 3 Cadogan 
Square, which was also the site of the Salamander imprint, under 
which Majid published two collections. [200494]  $66. 
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100. Hall, Donald, illust. Thomas W. Nason. Here at Eagle Pond. New 
York: Ticknor & Fields, 1990. First edition. Fine in publisher’s 
half green cloth over red paper boards (without dust-wrapper, 
as issued) in the publisher’s blue card slip-case with an on-laid 
title plate. Signed by Hall on the title-page. A collection of short 
writing, much of which is about New England and Massachusetts 
in particular. Nason’s woodcuts have become emblematic of a 
certain Yankee charm. Hall would go on to be U.S. Poet Laureate 
2006-2007. [200495]  $66.

101. Hall, James W. Under Cover of Daylight. A novel. New York: W.W. 
Norton, 1987. First edition. Fine in a fine dust-wrapper. Signed by 
Hall on the title-page. [200187]  $232.

102. Hanff, Helene. 84, Charing Cross Road. New York: Grossman/
Viking, 1975. De Luxe Gift Edition. With some slight rubbing to 
the corners of the dust-wrapper. Price-clipped; else fine. Signed by 
Hanff on the half-title-page. [200188]  $284.

103. Hansen, Ron. Desperadoes. A novel. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 
1979. First edition of Hansen’s first novel. A ¾” closed tear to the 
lower edge of the dust-wrapper; else fine. Signed by Hansen on 
the title-page. Hansen received an award in literature from the 
American Academy of Arts and Letters. [200189]  $110.

104. Harris, Thomas. Hannibal. New York: Delacorte, 1999. First 
edition. A pair of tiny tears to the lower edge of the dust-wrapper; 
else fine. Signed by Harris. The sequel to The Silence of the Lambs. 
[200190]  $416.

105. Harrison, Jim. Warlock. New York: Delacorte, 1981. First edition, 
limited (numbered 199 of an edition of 250 signed by Harrison). 
A small residue mark from a price-sticker on the first free end-pa-
per; else fine in eggshell cloth in the publisher’s eggshell cloth slip-
case. [200191] $174.

106. Harrison, Jim. Farmer. A novel. New York: Viking, 1976. First 
edition, first issue (with 5”-wide cloth binding, which would later 
be replaced by 4.75”-wide cloth section). With the slightest wear 
to the front fore-corners of the dust-wrapper; else fine. Signed by 
Harrison on the half-title-page. [200192]  $262.

107. Harrison, Jim. Locations. New York: W.W. Norton, 1968. First 
edition. Fine in a fine dust-wrapper (with the bottom edge of 
the front flap beveled — although the price is at the upper edge; 
perhaps issued thus?). Signed by Harrison in the title-page. Harri-
son’s second collection of poetry. From Cape Cod to Cairo, med-
itations on the role of place. [65]  $328.

108. Harrison, Jim; Fanny Howe; Ruth Whitman and William Corbett 
(eds.). Fire Exit, The Magazine of the New Poet’s Theatre, Volume 
1 Number 1. Cambridge, MA: [No publisher], 1968. First and 
only edition of the first number of the first volume of The Maga-
zine of the New Poet’s Theatre. Some sunning to the spine; else fine 
in stapled red printed wraps. Signed by Jim Harrison, one of the 
contributors, on the title-page. The affiliation with the New Poet’s 
Theatre ended after this first volume; the journal ran to four num-
bered issues (1968-1974) and a further five unnumbered foldout 
issues (1976-1987). [200497]  $196.
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109. Hawkes, John. The Blood Oranges. New York: New Directions, 
1971. First edition. Very slight tanning to the dust-wrapper, and 
some minimal bumps to the upper edge. The dust-wrapper has 
been price-clipped; else fine. Signed by Hawkes on the title-page. 
[200069]  $66.

110. Heaney, Seamus. Door into the Dark. London: Faber and Faber, 
1972. First edition, second printing. Minor bumps and tiny tears 
and to edges of dust-wrapper (priced £1.40 net). Spine lightly 
sunned, else fine. Inscribed by Heaney with a line of verse to 
Farida (Majid) on the first free end-paper. Majid, herself a poet 
and translator, held a literary salon in Cadogan Square in the early 
1970’s, coming into contact with John Ashberry, Allen Ginsberg 
and, evidently, Heaney. She held a regular literary salon at her 
home at 3 Cadogan Square, which was also the site of the Sala-
mander imprint, under which Majid published two collections. 
Brandes-Durkan A5 (first edn., 1969). [67]  $414.

111. Heaney, Seamus. District and Circle. New York: Farrar, Straus and 
Giroux, 2006. First American edition. Fine in a fine dust-wrap-
per. Signed by Heaney on the title-page.  Nobel laureate (1995). 
[200217] $154.

112. Heller, Joseph. Closing Time. New York: Simon & Schuster, 1994. 
Limited edition (numbered 195 of 750 copies signed by Heller). 
Fine in blue cloth in publisher’s red cloth slip-case. A special 
limited edition put out by Simon & Schuster, publisher of the 
trade edition, of the sequel to Catch-22. A signed first edition was 
issued by the Franklin Library. [200195]  $110.

113. Hillerman, Tony. Talking God. New York: Harper & Row, 1989. 
First edition. Fine in a fine dust-wrapper. Signed by Hillerman on 
the half-title-page. [200070]  $66.

114. Irving, Clifford. Final Argument. New York: Simon & Schuster, 
1993. First edition. Faint rubbing to the corners and to the front 
silver panel of the dust-wrapper; else fine. Inscribed to a personal 
friend by Irving on the first free end-paper. [200214]  $40. 

115. Irving, John. The Hotel New Hampshire. New York: E.P. Dutton, 
1981. Uncorrected proof. Fine in printed beige card wraps. This 
vies with The Cider House Rules for my very favorite Irving title. 
Tracing an eccentric family through love and hardship, radical 
communists and taxidermy, the novel grips one in so many ways. 
Inscribed by Irving. The proof differs substantively from the pub-
lished edition. [200270]  $240.

116. Iweala, Uzodinma. Speak No Evil. New York: Harper, 2018. First 
edition. Fine in fine dust-wrapper. Signed by Iweala on the title-
page. [200229]  $48.

117. Johnson, Adam. Fortune Smiles. New York: Random House, 
2013. First edition, issued signed by the publisher on a tipped-in 
page, along with a gold “signed copy” sticker to dust-wrapper. 
Some bumps to the corners of the dust-wrapper; else fine. Signed 
by Johnson on the tipped-in page. Winner of the National Book 
Award. [200236]  $40. 
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118. Kaminsky, Stuart. Bullet for a Star. New York: St. Martin’s Press, 
1977. First edition of the first Toby Peters book. Closed tears to 
the upper and lower edges of the front of the dust-wrapper. Very 
good. Signed by Kaminsky on the title-page. The first in the classic 
series of Hollywood crime-solving by the detective Toby Peters 
(see our others). Prowling the MGM lot of 1940, Peters protects 
Errol Flynn from murder. [200360]  $110.

119. Kaminsky, Stuart. Murder on the Yellow Brick Road. New York: 
St. Martin’s Press, 1977. First edition. First edition. Scuffs to the 
edges and a small chip to the heel of the dust-wrappers. Very good. 
Signed by Kaminsky on the title-page. A Hollywood caper when 
there is murder of a Munchkin on the set of The Wizard of Oz on 
the MGM lot. The second Toby Peters mystery. [200359]  $110.

120. Kaminsky, Stuart. You Bet Your Life. New York: St. Martin’s Press, 
1978. First edition. Some small scuffs and tears to the corners of 
the dust-wrapper; else fine. Signed by Kaminsky on the title-page. 
[200077]  $66.

121. Kaminsky, Stuart. Never Cross A Vampire. A Toby Peters Mystery. 
New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1980. First edition. Some scuffing 
to upper and lower edges of the dust-wrapper; else fine. Signed by 
Kaminsky on the title-page. [200075]  $66.

122. Kaminsky, Stuart. High Midnight. A Toby Peters Mystery. New 
York: St. Martin’s Press, 1981. First edition, first printing. Some 
scuffs and tiny closed tears to the extremities of the dust-wrapper; 
else fine. Signed by Kaminsky on the title-page. [200076]  $66.

123. Kaminsky, Stuart. Lieberman’s Law. New York: Henry Holt and 
Company, 1996. Uncorrected proof in blue printed card wraps. 
Covers distended from the insertion of review material (stapled 
to the front cover). A small tear to the upper front hinge; else fine. 
Signed by Kaminsky on the title-page.  [200074]  $66.

124. Kelman, James. You Have to Be Careful in the Land of the Free. 
Orlando: Harcourt, 2004. First American edition. Fine in a fine 
dust-wrapper. Signed by Kelman on the title-page. With review 
materials. [200078]  $66.

125. Kennedy, William. Quinn’s Book. New York: Viking, 1988. First 
edition. Fine in a fine dust-wrapper. Signed by Kennedy on the 
title-page. Kennedy won the Pulitzer Prize for his earlier book 
Ironweed. [200079]  $74.

126. King, Stephen; illust. Michael Whelan. The Dark Tower VII. 
Hampton Falls, NH: Donald M. Grant/Scribner, 2004. First 
trade edition. Signed by King on the half-title-page. Fine in a 
fine dust-wrapper. The closing volume of the Dark Tower series. 
[200297]  $500.

127. Kinsella, W.P. The Iowa Baseball Confederacy. Boston: Houghton 
Mifflin, 1986. First edition. Some bumps to the upper and lower 
edges of the dust-wrapper; else fine. Signed on the title-page by 
(Bill) Kinsella. A man remembers an epic minor-league game in 
1908, and falls in love with a comely farm-wench. [200303]   
 $154. 
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128. Kostova, Elizabeth. The Historian. A Novel. New York: Little, 
Brown, 2005. First edition. Fine in a fine dust-wrapper. Signed 
and dated by Kostova on the title-page, on the occasion of her first 
public reading ( June 24, 2005), with the program for the event 
laid in. [200081] $56. 

129. Kunzru, Hari. The Impressionist. London: Hamish Hamilton, 
2002. First edition. Faintest bumps to the peripheries of the 
dust-wrapper; else fine. Signed by Kunzru on the title-page. A 
light-skinned man in British India discovers his true parentage, 
and careens through the Empire seeking his identity in the impres-
sions of others. [200305]  $122.

domestic shipping for books  
$50 and over is complimentary

new york sales tax (@ 8.875%) 
applies to new york customers

all orders are subject to availability
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info@pryorjohnsonrarebooks.com 
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